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Golf Gears Up In April

FRED AltvAtER

You Know You Are a Golfaholic if: You count down each of the 
200 days between the PGA Championship and the Masters 
every year.

I always  
saId If they 
have a golf 
course lIke 
thIs In heaven, I 
want to be the  
head pro...

GARY PlAYER sPEAKinG 
About AuGustA nAtionAl 

GolF Club hoME oF thE

April and the Masters tournament usually signals the start of the golf season 
in our area of the country. however, an unseasonably warm winter, allowed 
golf to be played outdoors until the end of December and with an early 
spring, we’ve had bonus golf this year.

A new contributor to nWo Golf links, brad Patterson is a PGA Professional 
and he is worried that new technology is making golf too complicated and 
frustrating for beginners. he suggests that a more traditional and simpler 
training method would be better for the growth of the game.

the Concession Cup will be held this month and was the result of efforts 
of a local man, Alan Fadel. the biennial tournament features teams of mid-
amateurs and senior amateur golfers from the u.s. and Great britain & 
ireland. 

the Concession Cup is a statement about what is truly good about golf. 
Every two years top amateur golfers from Europe and the united states 
get together to celebrate one of the greatest acts of sportsmanship ever 
exhibited in any athletic competition. When ohio’s own, Jack nicklaus 
conceded a four-foot putt to tony Jacklin in the 1969 Ryder Cup, it set a 
precedent in sports that has stood the test of time.

the April issue is loaded with information on the First tee of lake Erie, 
toledo Metro Golf Association, nike vapor Pro iron review and two travel 
pieces from our roving golf writers, on Great Waters at Reynolds Plantation 
in Georgia and lakewood Country Club in new orleans. David Graf from 
the Golf Pit gives area golfers a checklist of items to make 2016 their best 
year ever on the course.

We hope you enjoy the April issue of nWo Golf links and we will see you 
on the back 9.

http://concessioncup.com/
https://www.facebook.com/back9mediagroup
https://twitter.com/TolOHgolfr
mailto:Fred@toledoohiogolflessons.com
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in 1950, brothers, Don and 
bob o’brien formed Century 
Power Mower Center, selling 
lawn mowing equipment to 
toledo homeowners. their retail 
business grew and in 1954 they 
entered the wholesale market, 
selling to golf courses and lawn 
professionals around toledo.

the company’s reputation and 
service convinced toro to name 
it the exclusive distributor of toro 
products in northwest ohio and 
southeast Michigan in 1957. 

over time they added stores in 
Dayton, Cincinnati, Columbus and 
Cleveland, as well as, continuing 
to add new products to meet the 
growing demand for golf carts, 
as well as, all-terrain vehicles. in 
1984, Century changed its name 
to Century Equipment.

Century Cart   
  Connection

Provides vehicle solutions
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bob’s son Marty, continues 
to grow the company to 
what it is today. under his 
management, it has expanded 
to become one of the 
predominant, toro, Club Car 
and utility vehicle, wholesale 
and retail dealerships in the 
Midwest.  

Leasing, as well as sales 
divisions, provide adequate 
financing for carts, all-terrain 
vehicles and industrial 
service equipment. they 
service most brands of lawn 
equipment, plus they sell 
residential, commercial 
and golf irrigation, outdoor 
living products, landscape 
products, and turf equipment, 
as well as, utility vehicles, in 
six states, ohio, Michigan, 

indiana, Kentucky, West 
Virginia and Pennsylvania.

Century Equipment entered 
a new phase in 2009, when 
it opened Century Cart 
Connection’s new facility 
at the corner of holland-
sylvania and Angola to meet 
the growing demands for golf 
carts and utility vehicles in 
toledo. the company added 
a Retail sales Manager, Andy 
szymanski and the toledo 
store has increased its annual 
sales every year since the 
new store opened.

szymanski is a true local, 
who grew up in Monclova 
township and attended 
Anthony Wayne high school. 
After an extensive career in 
sales, he found a home with 

Century Cart Connection and 
enjoys interacting with past 
clients and prospective cart 
owners that stop by the store 
every day.

“As we have seen the need for 
carts and all-terrain vehicles 
increase, Century Cart 
Connection has continued to 
add products to meet customer 
demand.”

in addition to, the high-
quality toro product line, 
Century Cart Connection 
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offers brand names such as, 
Polaris, Landmaster, and the 
well-respected Club Car golf 
cart line.

sales is only one part of the 
equation at Century Cart 
Connection, they also service 
what they sell. 

service Manager, Al Vargo 
has been with the company 
for 28 years and knows his 

way around nearly every 
brand of cart, utility or rough 
terrain vehicle on the market 
today. he heads a team of 
nine certified technicians and 
keeps carts running for fleets 
and industrial clients, as 
well as, camp grounds, golf 
courses, and retail customers 
in the area.

Century Cart Connection’s 
service Department offers 

warranty work for both toro 
and Club Car and can provide 
any battery that you may need 
to keep your cart or service 
vehicle running. servicing 
thousands of vehicles over 
the years has provided 
Century Cart Connection’s 
service department with the 
knowledge and experience 
to meet the high demands of 
the industry.  Providing this 
level of service consistently 
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We are constantly bombarded 
with ideas to ‘grow the game’ 
and yet the number of golfers 
is not growing.  there were 30 
million people playing golf 
in the united states previous 
to the 2008-2009 recession. 
loss of jobs, less time and 
meager disposable incomes 
have caused that number to 
decline by more than 20%. 

Growing the game of golf 
is the main objective of the 
over 28,000 men and women 
professional golfers that make 
up the PGA of America. they 
are in the trenches working 
behind the counter and on 
the practice range to help 
everyone improve and enjoy 
the game.  

Golf courses owners have 
cut costs and continue to 
do so. in past years, when 
they might hire two or three 
assistant professionals to 
perform the more mundane 
tasks of running a pro shop 
and golf course, club owners 

now only hire one. the head 
Professional must now take 
time away from interacting 
with the customers to act as 
a clerk, stock boy and cart 
wrangler. 

the result is that profession-
als have less time to meet 
golfers visiting their facilities 
and spend less time creating 
a pleasurable golfing experi-
ence.

Another area that has 
affected the number of 
golfers is the addition of 
too much technology in the 
teaching area. it can frustrate 
beginners and turn them 
away from the game.

the use of technology, 
to analyze swing speed, 
launch angle and spin rate, 
is a perfect tool for scratch 
or professional golfers, but 
too much information only 
creates confusion for the 
average or beginning golfer.

i recently had the pleasure of 

meeting the new owners of 
a golf resort. they were not 
serious golfers and were only 
interested in increasing the net 
profit from their resort. 

they asked,

“if you were in our shoes what 
are three things you would do to 
make sure we are profitable in 
our first year?”

in my answer, i stressed that 
the golf department should 
be the showcase of the resort. 
A beautifully maintained 
course creates the perfect 
presentation for the entire 
facility and provides a value-
added concept for resort 
guests.  

As an owner, i would want 
my head Professional to be 
a vital cog in each customer’s 
experience while they are on 
the grounds. in addition, the 
facility should become known 
for its teaching academy. 

Many have left because they 

Is Technology Ruining golf?
bY Brad Patterson, PGa Professional
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frenchlick.com • 888-936-9360

Management reserves the right to cancel or modify any event without notice. Must be 21 years or older to enter the casino. Gambling Problem? Call 1.800.9.WITH.IT!

cite the game as being too 
difficult. The game isn’t any 
more difficult now than it 
was, when golfers numbered 
over 30 million. What 
has made it increasingly 
difficult are teachers that 
subject students to needless 
biomechanics and technical 

data, creating a less than 
enjoyable experience for the 
student. 

i recommended hiring a 
veteran PGA Professional 
with a proven track record 
of providing simple, easy-to-
follow instruction for all ages 
and ability levels. A Pro, who 
views the facility as a canvas to 
create greatness rather than a 
computer printout to interpret 
the latest data. 

someone able to achieve 
quick and lasting results from 
his students on the golf course 
immediately, not on a computer 
screen six months from now. 

I also feel it is important to find 
a professional that wants to be 
there for the long term and not 
someone simply looking to 
upgrade their resume. 

If they find these traits, they 
will have hired the best.

they LoVED it and it felt 
REALLY GOOD to finally say 
it!

NWO Golf Links
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Although we have never met, 
i bet your response would be 
one of the first three, but maybe 
D would be the better answer.

What if you took the time to 
complete a simple activity to 
first complete a plan that would 
improve your readiness to play 
each shot.  
 
the good news is you can, and 
it’s very easy. i will show you 
how to complete a very simple 
activity called The Success 
Bridge Activity. this dynamic 
activity has you identify the 
golfer you are today, the golfer 
you will become tomorrow, 
and your plan to, Bridge that 
Gap.  

Step 1:
First describe your game today, 
in a single word. one word 

simplifies it, and makes it easy 
to remember. For example, if 
you play 15-16 holes of great 
golf, but two or three holes 
sabotage your round, then you 
struggle with consistency, that 
drives you mad. the best word 
to describe your game today is 
Inconsistent.

Step 2:
Determine the word to describe 
the golfer you will become. As 
you ponder thoughts of Focused, 
Consistent, or Determined, 
you realize you need to be 
more Disciplined. You lack the 
Discipline to repeat a quality 
pre-shot routine on every shot, 
which is the root cause of your 
problem with inconsistency. 
the word describing the golfer 
you will become is Disciplined. 

Bridge the gap 
in Your Golf Game
if someone walked 
up to you on the 
range and asked, 
what is your plan to 
play Your best Golf 
Ever? how would 
you respond? 

A. Hit the ball farther 
B. Improve my short 

game
C. Fix my swing
D. Be 100% READY 

on Every Shot

bY GreG liBerto
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Step 3: Bridging the Gap
bridge the Gap from today 
to tomorrow with a simple, 
three to five-word Action 
Plan will take you from 

Inconsistent to Disciplined.

A lack of properly executing 
a pre-shot routine is 
preventing you from being 

100% READY on Every 
Shot. We will talk about 
the 5-step Approach to be 
completely ready on every 
shot next month. 

this thought process should be incorporated into your routine every time you hit a golf ball, 
including practice, a competitive round, a lesson or a casual round. I firmly believe the biggest 
missed opportunity in player development is not going through a process to be in ‘The Zone’ on 
every single shot. 
 
bridge the Gap and be 100% READY on Every Shot to enjoy golf more and play, Your Best Golf Ever!

Today My Success Bridge Tomorrow
inconsistent be 100% READY on Every shot                 Disciplined

Bridge The Gap to Play Your Best Golf Ever!
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My son and i decided to play a round of golf one 
sunday not knowing that the course we chose was 
hosting a 2-man scramble that day. the owner of 
the course invited us to join in the event and said 
we would be paired with he and his partner. We 
decided, why not, and joined in the fun.

We were having a grand time playing together 
and enjoying the competition. My son is a rather 
large young man and is a member of the Eastern 
Michigan university football team. he can hit a 
golf ball prodigious lengths, but sometimes has 
difficulty hitting it in the right direction.

he is the epitome of the old saying, “drive 
for show and putt for dough.” the truth 
hurts at times.

the course was an older design and the 
holes were compact to say the least. on the 
fourth hole my son unleashed a monstrous 
effort that was so far off-line it was heading 
two holes over. it headed right for a group 
on a tee box some 280 yards away. 

We both yelled “FoRE!” and hoped no 
one would be seriously injured from the 
miss hit. As we approached the group of 
Asian gentlemen, we saw my son’s ball 
sitting beside one of the older members 
of the group and he did not appear to be 
excited to see us. 

My son immediately apologized, but it was 
evident they were not buying it, until we 
both disembarked from our cart.

i am a rather large individual and did 
i mention my son is a large collegiate 
football player, well the look on their faces 
as we approached was, as they say in the 
MasterCard ads, “Priceless.”

The LuckiesT shoT 
in The WorLd
bY Bryan renius
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the Concession Cup brings 
together the best Mid-
Amateur and senior Amateur 
golfers from Great britain & 
ireland versus a team from the 
united states every two years. 
it is held at the Concession 
Club in bradenton, Florida 
and was the inspiration of a 
toledo native.

Local golfer, Alan Fadel, 
who has competed at the 
highest levels of amateur golf, 
had the idea to establish a 
competition of mature golfers 
for the benefit of charity. 

Everyone has heard of the Ryder 
Cup, Presidents Cup, Walker 
Cup and solheim Cup, but what 
is the Concession Cup?

the event is a biennial team 
competition played between 
teams comprised of leading 
male Mid-Amateurs, senior-
Amateurs and super senior-
Amateurs.  it provides an avenue 
for mature top-ranked amateurs 
to compete in team competition 
in a high-profile event.

it was created by supporters of 
amateur golf and is an event 
designed to celebrate the 
game through international 
competition.  it was a huge 
success, when it was held 
for the first time in 2014, 
with the u.s. team defeating 
Great britain & ireland 21 
½-14 ½ over the three days 
of competition.

the second edition will 
once again be held at 
the Concession Club in 
bradenton, Florida, April 19-
23. the Concession Club was 
designed by Jack nicklaus in 
association with tony Jacklin 
and opened for play in 2006.

the event is named for the 
greatest concession of all 
time that was given by Jack 
nicklaus to tony Jacklin 
in the 1969 Ryder Cup. 
needing a four-foot putt to 
win his match with nicklaus 
and secure a tie in the Ryder 
Cup, Jacklin was conceded 
the putt by nicklaus.

“i was sure you would hole that 
putt,” nicklaus told Jacklin.

that single act of sportsmanship 
ignited a 40-year friendship 
between the two men and 
they were the co-designers of 
the Concession Golf Club. 

in that spirit of sportsmanship 
the Concession Cup asked 
nicklaus and Jacklin to be the 
honorary captains for the first 
Concession Cup in 2014 and 
they have agreed to reprise 
their roles this year.  

the teams are comprised of:

 » 8 mid-amateurs ages 25-54
 » 8 senior-amateurs ages 55 

and up
 » 2 super-seniors ages 65 or 

older

second concession cup To Be held April 19-23

More information is available at:  http://concessioncup.com/2014/index.php

NWO Golf Links
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i have met some of the most 
extraordinary people through my 
involvement with PGA hoPE (helping 
our Patriots Everywhere), Adaptive 
Golf, and the other programs 
for golfers with disabilities.  the 
participants that assemble across 
the country for these programs are 
battling a wide variety of physical 
and mental conditions ranging from 
spinal cord injury, partial paralysis 
due to traumatic brain injuries such 
as a stroke, neurological conditions 
and amputations. And in many cases, 
these brave individuals were also 

battling the debilitating effects of Post 
traumatic stress Disorder (PtsD) and 
sense of loss that often accompanies 
such injuries.  

Golf instructors find it fulfilling to 
instruct these “gladiators,” who refuse 
to quit when others would have given 
up long ago.  society may have deemed 
them disabled and attempted to 
marginalize them, but their indomitable 
spirit and positive mental attitude often 
make these individuals unforgettable. 
the challenges that the participants 
face also often provides a unique test 

golf Therapy has the Power to change lives
bY: rich o’Brien
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of an instructor’s teaching and 
communication ability.  And at 
the end of the day, students and 
teachers leave the course with 
mutual admiration, genuine 
appreciation, and a big smile 
on their face.

According to Dave Windsor of 
the Adaptive Golf Association 
and the 2015 PGA national 
Patriot Award recipient,

“i knew years ago that golf 
was more than just a game, 
but i never imagined the 
impact that on-going adaptive 
golf programs could have for 
so many people. it is very 

fulfilling to see many of the 
participants in the program 
regain a sense of freedom 
and optimism by attending 
the clinics. it is thrilling for 
me personally to be able to 
provide someone with the 
gift of golf.  And i think all of 
the instructors and volunteers 
in Adaptive Golf and PGA 
hoPE feel the same way.”

the adaptive golf movement 
is always looking for more 
participation, instructors and 
volunteer. Take the first step, 
join Golf therapy...using Golf 
to overcome injuries, illnesses 
and Challenges on Facebook. 

this group currently has 
nearly 5,000 members and 
has become a resource for 
connecting individuals with 
like -minded individuals. the 
page also highlights inspira-
tional stories about individ-
uals with the indomitable 
spirit, that have improved the 
quality of their lives through 
golf as a form of therapy. it is 
amazing to see what can hap-
pen, when a community lead 
by PGA Professionals, physi-
cal therapists and concerned 
citizens wraps their arms 
around these individuals and 
lends a helping hand. 
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Very few golf courses in 
the world are truly the 
personification of beauty 
and serenity, while also 
being powerfully pleasing 
to play. the one golf course 
that fits that description is 
located in one of America’s 
most peaceful settings, Great 
Waters Golf Club at Reynolds 
Plantation, which sits just an 
hour’s drive east of Atlanta. 
Designed by Jack nicklaus, it 
opened for play in 1992, and 
is one of six golf courses at 
Reynolds Lake oconee.  

Great Waters was the host 
venue for the inaugural 
big break invitational in 
2014.  it has also hosted the 
Andersen Consulting World 
Championship (Dell Match 

Play Championship) from 
1995-1997.  While Great 
Waters is a spectacular course 
to see on television, it’s even 
more remarkable to see and 
play in person.  the same can 
be said about another nearby 
Georgia golf course that we 
see on television each April 
-- Augusta national.

to put Great Waters in the 
same paragraph as Augusta 
national is not a stretch.  
While Augusta national has 
loblolly pines, dogwoods, 
azaleas, and Rae’s Creek, 
Great Waters has similar 
flora and its own stunning 
and penal water hazard, 
Lake oconee. Just like Rae’s 
Creek at Augusta national, 
Lake oconee doesn’t really 

begin to make its presence 
known until the back nine.  
the opening nine at Great 
Waters is terrific, wandering 
over rolling terrain and 
through a pine forest. it is, 
however just an appetizer for 
what awaits the golfer on the 
second nine. 

the back nine at Great 
Waters is jaw dropping and 
mouth-watering in its own 
special way, like an awesome 
entrée followed by the most 
irresistible dessert that you 
can imagine. 

While the front nine is attention 
grabbing and a true delight to 
play, the back nine takes the 
golf experience to another 
level. Lake oconee provides 

GreaT WaTerS
ONE OF GOLF’S NATIONAL TREASURES
bY: Mike May
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a beautiful backdrop on the 
back nine, but watery graves 
and liquid disaster lurk on the 
last eight holes of the course.

the most powerful aspect of 
Great Waters is its natural 
beauty and the attention to 
detail by the maintenance 
staff. When you play Great 
Waters, you get the impression 
that the course was prepared 
specifically for you and your 
foursome that day.  

the course is not simply well 
maintained, it’s spectacular.  
the greens are not simply 
smooth and quick, they are 
perfect and pure and every cup 
is cut with surgical precision  

the tees are not just well 
groomed., they are maintained 
like hallowed ground. the 
fairways are not simply well 
manicured and well defined, 
they are better prepared than 
putting surfaces on other golf 
courses. Any time you take a 
divot, you have an obligation 
to repair it with loving care.  
Leaving an exposed divot at 
Great Waters is like talking 
during someone’s backswing. 
You just don’t do that!  

the editorial reviews of Great 
Waters are well deserved 
and accurate. Zagat Guide to 
America’s best Golf Courses 
rates Great Waters as one of 
the 20 best courses in the 

country. Golf odyssey rates 
the back nine at Great Waters 
as “the best nine holes in 
the southeast.”  i cannot 
disagree with either of those 
assessments.

in many respects, Great 
Waters is a one of American 
golf’s national treasures, 
which all golfers should have 
the chance to enjoy.
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the toledo Metro Golf Association sponsors a series of golf 
tournaments for amateur golfers in the Greater toledo Area. 
Members may play in as few or as many events as their 
schedule allows. it provides an opportunity for regular golfers 
to compete in a friendly, yet competitive environment. 

TOLEDO METRO OPENS 
2016 SEASON AT  
ottaWa Park
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The first event of the season 
will be held at ottawa Park 
Golf Club on April 16. 

Prospective golfers must first 
join the toledo Metro Golf 
Association and then register 
for each event in which they 
wish to compete. Registration 
forms can be found at:  http://
www.toledometrogolf.com/

in all, 13 tournaments 
comprise the 2016 schedule 
and will visit, Chippewa Golf 

Club, Lenawee Golf Club, 
Maumee bay state Park Golf 
Club, Eagle Rock Golf Club, 
tecumseh Golf Club, the 
Legacy, Fremont Country 
Club, sandy Creek Golf Club, 
Detwiler Golf Club, Fostoria 
Country Club, Monroe 
Country Club and the season 
finale at Heatherdowns 
Country Club.

As always the highlights of 
the 2016 season include 
the s.P. Jermain Match Play 

tournament held at ottawa 
Park Golf Club, July 9-17. the 
Great Lakes spring Amateur 
at Maumee bay state Park on 
June 4-5, and the Metro Finale 
at heatherdowns Country 
Club on september 25.

First played in the 1930’s, 
the s.P. Jermain Match Play 
is one of the oldest and 
longest running tournaments 
in toledo. it has been won by 
a host of familiar names in 
northwest ohio golf.
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i once knew a golfer that 
would put lip balm on his 
ball, when he had a downhill 
putt in order to slow the 
roll of his ball and help him 
not to overshoot the hole. 
News flash, that’s against the 
rules. USGA Rule No. 4-2 A 
& B stipulate, 

“during a stipulated round, 
the playing characteristics of 
a club must not be purposely 
changed by adjustment or by 
any other means” Foreign 
material must not be applied 
to the club face for the 
purpose of influencing the 
movement of the ball.”
 
Earlier this year Jordan spieth 
commented he likes to spit 
on the bottom of his putter to 
add some friction, when he’s 
practicing and the grass is dry. 

When he then asked a rules 
official if this action would be 
allowed during competition, 
the USGA official replied,

“We aren’t sure.” 
 
the ‘sticky’ part of this situation 
is that ‘water’ is considered 
an integral part of golfing and 
the course, although there is 
definitely intent to artificially 
change the behavior of golf 
equipment in this example.
 
Here’s where it gets really 
complicated. if Jordan were 
to use a wet towel to rub the 
bottom of his putter in order to 
add moisture, there is no issue 
or rule infraction. if the towel 
were dry, and he purposefully 
wet it so as to soak his putter, 
that is a breach of the rules. 
it all goes back to a person’s 

intent or action they take to 
better their swing, stance, or 
equipment.
 
the rules of golf have been 
crafted over hundreds of 
years as to cover every 
situation that could come 
up in order for the world to 
play in harmony. because of 
this, rules explanations can 
be confusing. i know golfers 
that have been playing for 
decades and still get many 
rules wrong. that’s why i 
wrote the Golf Rules series. 
see these humorous books 
for additional help in tackling 
the rules and etiquette of golf 
at theGolfRules.com.
 
the next time you’re playing 
and are considering applying 
sunscreen, hand lotion, or saliva 
to any club or ball just say, NO.

Jordan sPieth 
STUMPED THE USGA!
bY richard todd
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Founded as Lakewood Country Club in 1961 
and serving as the host of new orleans’ PGA 
tour events 26 times, Lakewood Golf Club is a 
huge part of the golf tradition of the big Easy. 
After a multi-million-dollar renovation, the 
course is different than the one designed 55 
years ago by Robert bruce harris, an adherent 
of the “garden school” of golf architecture. 

Lakewood was on the verge of bankruptcy 
when the New Orleans Firefighters Pension 
Fund purchased the property in May 2003 for 
$6 million. the private club was closed and the 
facility opened to the public. there were grand 
plans for the site, including the development of 
an upscale resort that would include golf villas, 
a four-star luxury hotel and condominiums.  
 
those lavish ideas were sidetracked by Katrina. 
After the hurricane, Ron Garl was hired to 

redesign the course and it now stretches to 
over 7,000 yards. he preserved the character 
of the original layout, while upgrading it with 
distinctive bunkering, modernized fairway 
contouring and updated tee and greens, all 
nestled among beautiful Louisiana cypress and 
oak trees. 

Garl’s work included the formation of four red-
sand-filled “flaming” hazards. One is formed to 
resemble a Fleur de Lis and another in the shape of 
a fireman’s seal in tribute to the firemen-owners 
of the course. in addition, indiana woodcarver 
Dayle Lewis transformed several trees that 
were damaged by Katrina into works of art.  
 
Lakewood’s final two holes are noteworthy, 
one for water and the other for fire, or at least 
the reference of it. the 17th is a 160-yard par-
3 played over a pond to a green surrounded 

lakewood country club in new 
orleans has Been Reborn
bY steve haBel
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by water on three sides. the par-4 closer 
involves an into-the-wind 444 yards and 
sports three of Garl’s flaming bunkers and a 
Lewis woodcarving of an angel hovering over 
a fireman carrying a baby. 

no one needs to be told that new orleans is 
a place to have as much of a good time as you 
can bite off and chew but man cannot golf and 
party all 24 hours of the day, there needs to 
be a place to rest and sleep off some of those 
hurricanes and quart-size beers, plus one has 
to eat to fuel up for the next day’s round.

We were fortunate enough to stay at the 
historic bourbon orleans hotel, a grand 
southern hotel with a haunting past. the 
inn is set on orleans street between the 
party-centric bourbon street and upscale, 
art-gallery-clad Royal street and offers 
visitors the best of both worlds. it’s home 
to a delicious Creole restaurant, a signature 
sloe Gin Fizz in its popular bar and 218 
attractive, elegant rooms. 

We especially enjoyed dinner at the Desire 
oyster bar on bourbon street, which offers 
diners one of the most authentic dining 
experiences in new orleans. 

From the quintessential new orleans 
“characters” who shuck the famous chargrilled 
oysters on the half shell and more—to 
an extensive new menu that includes classics 
like the famous “Creole trio” (jambalaya, red 
beans and rice and gumbo), it’s the perfect 
setting to enjoy a great meal in the center of 
all the action of the French Quarter.
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Golf Club Review: 
Nike Vapor Fly Pro Irons

bY: MAtt sAtERnus, PLuGGED in GoLFER 

Designing an iron for the better player is one 
of the tougher tasks in golf equipment. the 
shaping has to be traditional, but they also 
must have visual appeal. there needs to be a 
measure of forgiveness, but it also has to give 
the player the ability to control ball flight. The 
nike Vapor Fly Pro irons checks all the boxes 
and delivers an iron that should contend for a 
spot in the bag of any lower handicapper.

The Nike Vapor Fly Pro irons are, in my humble 
opinion, the best looking irons of 2016. the 
black finish looks great, and it makes the 
already-compact head look even smaller. the 
back of the club has loads of visual interest, 
but the focus is the simple blue swoosh on 
the toe.

At address, this iron is equally good looking, 
with minimal offset. the top line isn’t razor 
thin, but it’s small enough that it should appeal 
to good players. 

it’s also worth noting that the black finish on 
these irons is the most durable that I’ve seen.  i 
don’t know how they’ll look after a full year 
of play, but there wasn’t a mark on them even 
after some significant range time.

the Nike Vapor Fly Pro irons are much lighter 
due to the True Temper XP 95 shafts. While the 
clubs retain great balance and a normal swing 
weight, the total weight of the club is roughly 
30 grams lighter than irons with Dynamic 
Gold or Project X shafts. this makes the club 
very easy to swing, and the light weight should 
be a benefit to players looking to add a little 
club head speed.

At impact, the Vapor Fly Pros produce a very 
satisfying “snap.”  It’s a little firmer than 
your normal “click,” and it has a touch more 
bass. overall, i would describe it as a perfect 
blending of traditional iron feel with the 
modern rocket-launcher-iron feel.
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Golf Club Review: 
Nike Vapor Fly Pro Irons

nike has done a 
great job dialing in 
the balance and feel 
despite the use of the 
lighter shaft.  the 
thing i noticed was 
that i was able to 
maintain club and 

ball speed without as much effort, particularly 
later in my testing sessions. something that 
i saw clearly in my launch monitor testing 
was the higher launch angle due to the RZn 
construction. 

the forgiveness on mishits is exactly what 
i expected from an iron designed for better 
players.  the Vapor Fly Pros do a very good 

job boosting thin 
shots into the air, 
but you will still see 
a drop in distance. 
shots on the heel 
and toe aren’t 
painfully short, but 
they won’t end up 
pin high either. there is solid forgiveness 
here, but these clubs are not designed for the 
20-handicapper.

the Nike Vapor Fly Pro irons can absolutely 
compete with any iron in their category.  As 
with any piece of equipment, fitting is critical 
and lower handicap players should definitely 
give them a try.  
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The FiFTh Major,
The Players ChaMPionshiP

bY: fred altvater
the 42nd edition of the Players Championship 
will be contested May 12-15. it is annually 
held at one of the most difficult golf courses in 
the world, the stadium Course at tPC sawgrass 
and boasts a stronger field than any major 
championship, but is not considered a major 
by golf’s criteria.

before professional golf became the standard 
by which the world’s best golfers judged 
their game, the majors consisted of the u.s. 
open, u.s. Amateur, british open and british 
Amateur. those are the four events bobby Jones 
won in 1930 to capture his “Grand slam.”

over the years the world’s top amateurs 
have found it more lucrative to try their 
hand at professional golf. thus the world’s 
major tournaments are now all professional 
events, the Masters, u.s. open, the open 
Championship and the PGA Championship.

there is one more event that annually receives 
the moniker as the game’s ’Fifth Major,’ the 
Players Championship.

The Players Championship field consists of 
144 golfers from the following criteria:

1. Winners of PGA tour events since last 
Players

2. top 125 from previous season’s FedEx 
Cup points list

3. top 125 from current season - Medical 
Extension

4. Major champions from the past five years
5. Players Championship winners from the 

past five years
6. the tour Championship winners from the 

past three years
7. World Golf Championship winners from 

the past three years
8. Memorial tournament and Arnold Palmer 

invitational winners since 2015
9. Top 50 from the Official World Golf 

Ranking
10. senior Players champion from prior year
11. Web.com tour money leader from prior 

season
12. Money leader during the Web.com tour 

Finals, if not the regular-season money 
leader

13. top 10 current year FedEx Cup points 
leaders

14. Remaining positions and alternates filled 
through current year FedEx Cup standings
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As you can see this assures the field each year 
at the Players Championship will include only 
the best golfers from around the world.

the stadium Course at tPC sawgrass was 
envisioned by former PGA tour Commissioner 
Deane beman and constructed by the famed 
golf course design duo, Pete and Alice Dye. it is 
one of the most difficult courses in the country 
and the island green at the 17th hole produces 
drama, gnashing of teeth and shaking of heads. 
the course and how players adjust to it is always 
one of the biggest stories at the Players.

It was the first tournament to offer a $10 
million total purse, with $1.8 million, plus a 
five-year PGA Tour exemption, awarded to the 
winner. the only other tournaments to award a 
five-year exemption to their winner are major 
championships.

The tournament was first played in 1974 
and is only 42 years old. it is a mere toddler, 
when compared to the open Championship, 
which began in 1860 or the U.S. Open, first 
contested in 1895. the Players Championship 
lacks the history and connection to past eras of 
golf. Walter hagen, byron nelson, sam snead 
or ben hogan never had the opportunity to 
win a Players Championship trophy. since 
the Players Championship is a relatively new 
tournament, it must wait for time to add the 
tradition and spectacle that the other four 
major championships possess.

With the best field in golf, contested on one of 
the most difficult golf courses in the world and 
the largest purse in golf, the Players deserves 
to be a major championship, but purists will 
not allow that lofty status until it is around for 
another 50 or so years.
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CONTRIBUTORS

bRYAn REnius

bryan Renius is a recent 
convert to golf and 
tends to put a humorous 
twist on the game. he 
resides in Lambertville, 
Michigan with his wife 
and three children. 
https://www.facebook.
com/bryan.renius?fref=ts

RiChARD E. toDD

Richard E todd, author of 
the Golf Rules series and 
short stories from the Long 
Links, has been heard 
on the PGA tour radio 
station and seen in on the 
Green magazine. www.
theGolfRules.com  
Richard@theGolfRules.com

MiKE MAY

Mike May is a freelance 
golf travel writer based in 
Wellington, Florida.  As 
you would expect, he is a 
“Golfaholic” focused on 
beating ‘old Man Par’ each 
time he steps on a golf 
course. mmaymarketing@
gmail.com

GREG LibERto  

Greg Liberto developed 
various mental game 
training options and has 
been featured in several 
publications and on radio 
and television. he authored 
“18 holes,” a book with 
mental game tips.  http://
mymentalgamecoach.com/

MAtt sAtERnus 

Matt saternus is 
a co-founder of 
PluggedinGolf.com, a 
golf instructor, club fitter, 
and writer living in the 
northwest suburbs  
of Chicago.

RiCh o’bRiEn

Rich o’brien suffered 
normally fatal injuries 
seven years ago, but 
used his training in sport 
psychology, exercise 
science, and his love of golf 
to make a near complete 
recovery. he uses his 
training, and life experience 
to mentor, motivate 
and instruct Physically 
challenged golfers.
Reach him on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/
survivorrich?fref=ts

bRAD PAttERson

brad Patterson is a Class 
A PGA Professional and 
head Professional at 
Foxfire Village Green. He 
is annually recognized 
in the top 50 Growth 
of the Game teaching 
Professionals and owns 
Golf the simple truth 
Learning Academy in 
syracuse, nY. http://
golfthesimpletruth.wix.
com/bpattersonpga

stEVE hAbEL

steve habel is a 26-year 
industry veteran. he 
regularly contributes to 
various regional, national 
and international golf 
publications and has played 
and written about more than 
1,600 golf courses around 
the world. he is a member of 
the Golf Writers Association 
of America, the texas Golf 
Writers Association and the 
Football Writers Association 
of America. Follow steve’s 
Facebook page. 
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VIDEOS

DAVID FEHERTY AT THE ISLAND GREEN

BRYAN BROTHERS TRICk SHOTS TOP 10 LIST

TOP TEN BEST ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS ON THE PGA TOUR

Evidently Golf really isn’t that difficult as David 
Feherty knocks one close on the famed 17th is-
land Green at tPC sawgrass that hosts the Play-
ers Championship every year.

 Watch now

here is a top 10 List of bryan brothers trick shots 
in honor of Wesley bryan ½ of the bryan broth-
ers trick shot team, that won on the Chitimacha 
Championship on the Web.com tour in March 
with brother George on the bag.

 Watch now

have you ever had an encounter with a local 
inhabitant of a golf course? here is a top ten List 
of the best Animal Encounters on the PGA tour.

 Watch now
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