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Spring is on the Horizon!

FRED AltvAtER

You Know You are a Golfaholic if: You follow every PGA, 
European, and lPGA tour Professional Golfer, as well as, 
television Golf Announcer on twitter.

If you are going 
to throw a club, 
it is important to 
throw it ahead 
of you, down the 
fairway, so you 
don’t have to waste 
energy going back 
to pick it up”

~ tommY Bolt

the masters is less than one month away. “march madness” is in full 
bloom and the PGA tour has begun its “Florida Swing.” Although 
Florida is just not the same without, Arnie, Doral and tiger. 

there is a new No. 1 golfer in the world as Dustin Johnson unseated 
an ailing Jason Day. With Jordan Spieth, Rickie Fowler, Justin thomas 
and Hideki matsuyama, all as current winners on tour, the youth 
movement continues. 

on the home front, unseasonably warm weather in February allowed 
bonus time on local golf courses. With the 9th annual toledo Golf 
Show in the books, spring must surely be approaching.  Adam Reny’s 
article this month outlines how the toledo Golf Show is reaching out 
to a wider audience to help grow golf in the toledo area.

Cold weather is sure to return to our area and the indoor virtual 
simulators are all seeing heightened activity as golfers want to keep 
their swings sharp even though it’s too cold to be outside.

We chronicle our own “Florida Swing” in this month’s edition. St. 
Augustine, orlando, Port St. lucie, West Palm and Naples made up 
our Florida tour this year and it was one of our best trips ever.

most people do not realize the golf community generates $3.9 
Billion dollars every year for charity, more than the NFl, mlB or 
NBA combined. Some of this comes from professional events, but 
the vast majority is donated from the everyday golfer that participates 
in a local golf outing or event.

Golf is portrayed as an elitist sport, but it gives more than its fair 
share to charities around the country.

Dan Bunge of Components Plus is our feature this month. Dan has 
been serving area golfers for nearly 30 years and his store on US 223 
in ottawa lake is loaded with great golf deals.

mike may takes us to myrtle Beach, Ed travis reviews a new book 
about business and golf, plus matt Saternus tells us about the new 
PING i200 irons.

I think I see the sun peeking out, I gotta go, I’ll catch you on the “Back 9.”

https://www.facebook.com/back9mediagroup
https://twitter.com/TolOHgolfr
mailto:Fred@back9mediagroup.com


NWO Golf Links

http://brandywinecc.com/
http://brandywinecc.com/
mailto:brandywinecc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/brandywinecc/


NWO Golf Links

NWo Golf links is Published by
Back 9 Media Group
Publisher: Fred Altvater, 
USGtF teaching Professional

Advertise with NWO Golf Links,
Contact us for more information

Be sure to take advantage of the links to social media,
videos and other content provided within the articles

2206 14 20 27 29 36

mr. Spock Would Have 
made a Great Golfer29

Dan Bunge: Serving toledo-
Area Golfers Since 198906

Golf Generates $3.9 Billion 
Annually for Charity10

the Pete Dye Course at 
French lick Resort Named 
2017 NGCoA Golf Course  
of the Year

12

Golf Swing through 
Florida

14

Growing Golf at the 
toledo Golf Show18

Hidden Hills Hires New 
Club manager20

PING i200 Irons 
Review

24

When is Sand Not Sand?27

local Golf News22

tidewater Golf Club:  the 
marshland masterpiece

Product Reviews34

Book Review: “Back on 
Course-A Return on Investment”

30

Billy Hurley III Writes a 
letter to his Father

36

our Favorite videos41

32

Find inside

http://back9mediagroup.com/


NWO Golf Links

http://componentsplus.com/
http://componentsplus.com/
http://componentsplus.com/
http://www.thefirstteelakeerie.org/
http://www.thefirstteelakeerie.org/
http://www.thefirstteelakeerie.org/
mailto:AdamReny@thefirstteelakeerie.org
https://www.facebook.com/firstteelakeerie/?fref=ts


Dan Bunge Has Been serving 
Toledo-AreA Golfers since 1989

Dan Bunge has been a fixture in the Toledo 
golf scene for nearly 30 years. Components 
Plus has been at its current location, beside 
the legacy Golf Club, since 2002, but Dan has 
been involved with golf since 1989.

He and partner, Joe Garverick, opened 
Wedgewood Driving Range on Sterns Road in 
1989. They eventually expanded that facility to 
a nine-hole golf course, began regripping clubs 
and offering equipment repair services.

The duo continued to grow their fledgling golf 
business and in the mid-1990’s came up with 

the idea to build a public golf course that would 
rival the best clubs in the area, but maintain 
it for public play. they purchased over 200 
acres of land along US 223 in ottawa lake, 
michigan and contracted well-known, toledo 
golf course designer, Arthur Hills to build their 
dream course.

Hills had designed golf courses around the 
world, but did some of his best work on this 
project and the course became known as The 
Legacy by Arthur Hills. the course was opened 
for play in 1997 and area golfers have had the 
pleasure of enjoying one of the best courses 
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anywhere for the price of 
a modest green fee.

Garverick and Bunge 
sold the course in 2002, 
although Bunge remains 
a minority investor. the 

legacy is still considered one of the best 
upscale public tracks around. 

Bunge wanted to continue his retail golf 
merchandise and equipment repair business. 
He built a new building nearer to the highway 
and operates Components Plus out of that 
location. Now 28 years later, Components Plus 
has become the largest club repair business in 
the area, as well as, offering the lowest prices 
on apparel, gloves, balls and equipment.

Components Plus maintains one of the largest 
inventory’s of reasonably priced golf apparel in 
the area. they buy in large quantities and can 

pass the huge savings along to their customers. 
Stop by and check out their loW pre-season 
pricing of sweater vests and long-sleeve polos, 
as well as, gloves and balls.

Components Plus is an equal-opportunity 
golf shop. they have everything women and 
juniors need before they hit the links. Dan 
recommends bringing your junior golfer to 
the store to be properly fit for his next set of 
clubs. As fast as kids grow, they may need to be 
updated annually.

Bunge has been re-gripping golf clubs for 
nearly 30 years and will re-grip yours, while 
you wait. In addition to this fast service, he has 
the largest supply of every style and brand of 
grips in stock. You don’t have to wait for them 
to be shipped in.

If you are a tinkerer and think you want to do-
it-yourself, Components Plus has the supplies 
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and knowledge to help you with the proper 
tools and process to do your own re-gripping 
and club repair.

Have you ever lost your cool on the golf course 
and inadvertently snapped a shaft? Did you 
need it fixed so that you could use it the next 
day? Components Plus has hundreds of shafts 
in stock. Chances are they have exactly what 
you need and just like Humpty Dumpty, can 
put your club back together and have it back in 
your bag, ready for another top, slice or shank. 

If you have been thinking that a custom-built set 
of clubs would help your game, Components 

Plus offers Trackman fittings to build the perfect 
set of golf clubs to your exact specifications. 
the proper head can be matched with the right 
shaft and grip to make you the best you can be.

If you are considering a new driver or set of 
irons for the 2017 golf season, a proper club 
fitting will assure you have the right clubs to 
maximize your results on the course.

Are you in need of a new range finder? 
Components Plus offers Golf Buddy, as well as, 
the high-quality Leupold range finders that will 
give you instant, dead-on-the-money distances 
to within six inches of your target. In addition, 
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they are rugged, compact and completely 
weatherproof

If you like to shop online from the comfort of 
your own couch, Components Plus allows you 
to order everything you need to be a better golfer 
at their website.  http://componentsplus.com/

taylormade, PING, Callaway and many more 
name brands are available. Bags, balls, gloves, 
tees, head covers, everything you need, for 
the upcoming golf season, is available either 
online or see it, feel it, try it for yourself at their 
store on US 223, just a couple miles west of US 
23 at Exit #5. 

Dan Bunge has been helping northwest ohio 
and southeast michigan golfers play their best 
for nearly 30 years. If you want to become a 
better golfer, you need the right equipment. 
Dan can help you identify your needs and 
recommend the correct club, grip, shaft or 
head for you. 

If you haven’t checked out Components Plus 
recently, do yourself a favor and stop by, get 
your clubs re-gripped and get some new gloves, 
balls, or shirts at the best prices around.

or visit their online store at: http://
componentsplus.com/.
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the publisher of Global Golf 
Post, Jim Nugent recently 
wrote an excellent article for 
the February 4, 2017 issue. 
It outlined the extensive 
amounts of money raised to 
support charitable efforts in 
the United States every year.  

most people are aware of the 
$2.4 billion the PGA tour has 
raised through its tournaments, 
since 1938. the 2016 Players 
Championship alone raised a 
total contribution of $8.5 million.

the lPGA tour also creates 
needed dollars for the 
communities it visits. In 
toledo, the 2016 marathon 
Classic distributed $550,000 
to 21 area children’s charities. 

together the PGA and lPGA 
tours generate over $200 
million of the $3.9 billion 
annually given to charities 
through golf related events.

Where does the other $3.7 
billion come from?
Average golfers participating 
in every conceivable size and 
type of golf outing or event 
make up the difference. Every 
year more than 12 million 
participants take part in 
143,000 golf events at over 
12,700 courses in the United 
States, and on average each 
event raises $26,400.

With approximately 20 
million golfers in the U.S, over 
50% of golfers in the country 
account for the $3.7 billion of 
charitable contributions.

If you participated in a golf 
outing or benefit in 2016 at 
your local golf course, give 
yourself a BIG “ATTA BOY.” 
You DUN Real Good!

The numbers are Astounding!
Golf annually donates more 
through its charitable activities 
than major league Baseball, 
the National Football league 
and the National Basketball 
league combined.

Although golf is portrayed as 
an elitist sport, which limits 
the ability of less fortunate 
Americans to participate in 
the sport. I would argue that 
Americans with disposable 
income that play in charitable 
golf outings, contribute more 
than their fair share and 
support their communities.

the gigantic amount of 
charitable dollars generated 
through golf is unprecedented. 
the mass media does not 
address this single fact and is 
missing a great story. one that 
Jim Nugent illustrated so well 
in his piece in the February 
4th issue of Global Golf Post; 
be sure to read it here.

Golf does not 
get the credit 
it is due. Golf’s 
charitable 
impact is 
greater than 
that of MLB, 
the NFL, NBA 
and the NHL 
combined.”

Golf Generates  
$3.9 Billion Annually 
for Charity By: Fred Altvater
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the Pete Dye Course at French 
lick Resort, has been named 
the 2017 Golf Course of the 
Year by the National Golf 
Course owners Association 
(NGCoA). 

the NGCoA selected the 
French lick Resort based on 
four criteria:

-Quality of golf course
-Quality of ownership and 
management
-outstanding contributions 
to the local community
-Significant contributions 
to the game of golf

the Pete Dye Course at French 
Lick Resort fit these stringent 
criteria and was nominated for 
the honor by the Indiana Golf 
Course owners Association. 

Dave Harner, the Director of 
Golf at French lick Resort,

“We are thrilled and humbled 
to receive this honor from 
the NGCoA, and to be 
recognized alongside so many 
top facilities from around 
the country. the Pete Dye 
Course has become a symbol 
of excellence in the industry 
being an economic driver 

that is changing the lives of 
so many people through jobs, 
major golf championships, 
and our many charitable 
events such as Riley Children’s 
Foundation with our previous 
legends and upcoming Senior 
lPGA Championships.”

the Pete Dye course opened 
in 2009, to accolades from 
both Golf Digest and GolF 
magazine.

the course has been 
recognized for its contributions 
to the community including 
its economic impact and job 

The Pete Dye Course at French Lick Resort 
Named 2017 NGCOA Golf Course of the Year
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creation, as well as raising 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for charity. the 
Senior  lPGA Championship 
presented by old National 
Bank, to be held July 10-12, 
will continue that tradition.

the Dye Course has also 
benefitted a number of students 
through the Evans Scholarship 
and caddie program.

the development of the 
Pete Dye course and the 
reclamation of French lick 

Resort continue to have an 
enormous economic impact 
on the small town of French 
lick, as it provides jobs for 
nearly 1,700 of the county’s 
3,000 residents.

the Pete Dye course was 
carefully carved into a dramatic 
site upon a hilltop – one of 
the highest points in the state 
– offering panoramic views 
in all directions stretching 
up to 40 miles. the course 
features a variety of elevation 
changes, rugged and dramatic 
terrain, narrow fairways, and 
challenging bunkers, along 
with spectacular views from 
every hole.

the Dye course has already 
gained recognition as a leading 
national tournament site by 

hosting the 2015 Senior PGA 
Championship presented by 
KitchenAid, 2014 USGA State 
team Championship, 2010 
PGA Professional National 
Championship, 2012 Indiana 
open, 2012-2014 Big 
ten men’s Championship, 
2014 Big ten Women’s 
Championship, 2013-2016 
legends Championship, and 
the inaugural Senior lPGA 
Championship presented by 
old National Bank.
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If you are heading to Florida, 
a great place to start is St. 
Augustine. It has gorgeous 
beaches with large wave 
action that attracts surfers 
and wake boarders alike. An 
enjoyable afternoon involves 
watching the wake boarders 
dash in and out of the water, 
while farther down the beach 
surfers navigate the larger 
waves at villano Beach.

there are two major attractions 
for golfers in the area, the 
World Golf Hall of Fame and 
tPC Sawgrass, home of the 

“island green” and the Players 
Championship, as well as, the 
lesser known, but challenging, 
valley Course.

the World Golf village has 
two golf courses, the King 
& Bear, plus the Slammer & 
Squire. they are collaborative 
designs by four Hall of Fame 
members, Arnold Palmer, Jack 
Nicklaus, Sam Snead, and 
Gene Sarazen.

Any trip to Florida must 
include at least a couple of 
days in orlando. Not only does 

the area have exceptional golf 
opportunities, but the magic 
Kingdom, Epcot, Universal 
and a host of other water 
parks and attractions offer fun 
for the whole family.

The next stop on our “Florida 
Swing” was the  PGA Golf 
Club at Port St. lucie. PGA 
Golf Club features four great 
golf courses, including the 
Pete Dye course that just 
underwent an extensive 
renovation last year. the 
Dye Course is one of my 
favorites in Florida and the 
work of superintendent, Dick 
Gray and his staff made the 
course pop. the greens were 
extended back to their original 
dimensions and fairways and 
tees received new seeding. 
Plus, the bunkering on the 

Golf Swing Through Florida
By Fred Altvater
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Dye course is some of the best 
you will see anywhere. 

the other courses at the 
PGA Golf Club are, the 
Wanamaker, the Ryder, and 
the St. lucie trail. All are 
always well maintained in 
top-notch condition.

one other feature at the PGA 
Golf Club is the 36-acre 
practice facility. National 
golf teams, top amateurs and 
professionals from around the 
world, come to Port St. lucie 
to use the facility. A driving 
range, short-game area, 
putting area, several practice 
bunkers, with various types 
of sand, and a par-3 course, 
are all available for use and 
can be accessed for as little as 
$25/day.

Port St. lucie is also the home 
of the NY mets for Spring 

training. Play golf, get some 
sun and watch a baseball 
game. PGA Golf Club at Port 
St. lucie is a home run.

A little farther south the 
Palm Beaches area has a golf 
course in every block, plus 
a stop at historic Seminole 
will leave you thoroughly 
impressed. Ben Hogan spent 
time every march preparing 
for the masters, by practicing 
on Seminole’s challenging 
greens. It is a magical place.

PGA National Golf Club is 
a full-scale resort with four 
great golf courses, a spa, 
excellent dining and various 

accommodations from hotel 
to condominiums. the PGA 
of America also has its offices 
just outside the gates of PGA 
National.

the Champions Course is 
always one of the most difficult 
stops on the PGA tour. It is 
the home of the ‘Bear trap,’ 
holes number 15-16-17 and 
the Honda Classic. If you 
decide to play this beast, be 
sure to take extra golf balls, I 
guarantee you will lose a few. 

Driving west across “Alligator 
Alley,” you will arrive at one 
of my favorite spots in Florida, 
Naples.
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there are over 90 golf courses 
and resorts in the Naples/
Ft. myers area and it offers 
something for everyone. 
the sunsets over the Gulf of 
Mexico are stunning and a 
delicious lunch at Gumbo 
limbo on the beach at the 
Ritz Carlton are highlights not 
to be missed.

While in Naples check out the 
Naples Bay Resort, which is 
very near 5th avenue and the 
historic downtown area. the 
Resort includes a marina, tennis 
club, spa, extensive swimming 
pool with a lazy river, as well 
as, two restaurants and a coffee 
shop. It also has arrangements 
with several of the area’s best 

golf courses, which gives their 
guests multiple options of 
courses, from which to choose. 

the accommodations and 
service were all first class and 
I would highly recommend 
making the Naples Bay Resort 
the center of your activities if 
you come to southwest Florida.

the Naples Pier is a great 
place for an afternoon walk 
or to view a sunset. vanderbilt 
Beach just north of Naples is 
also a great place to spend a 
relaxing afternoon.

Florida is much more than 
Disney World and crowded 
freeways. Relax on a beautiful 

beach, take in a multi-colored 
sunset or enjoy lunch, while 
listening to the surf crash onto 
the shore. 

there are more than 1,400 
golf opportunities in the state 
and you will find just what 
you are looking for.
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Naples Bay Club members experience the best lifestyle Naples has to offer, all in a 
beautiful waterfront setting and surrounded by the familiar faces of a club environment. 

From recreational amenities to poolside relaxation our members enjoy exclusive benefits!

1800 Tamiami Trail E., Naples, FL 34112 | 239.530.5111 | nsteege@naplesbayresort.com | www.naplesbayresort.com
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In a period where many things like time, cost, 
perception, smart phones and technology 
are working against the golf industry with 
millennials and youth, the toledo Golf Show 
was successful in promoting more than just 
weekend morning 18-hole rounds or golf for 
senior citizens.   

the variety of vendors and golf promotions 
available at the annual exhibition, demonstrated 
the golf industry is beginning to understand the 
importance of reaching out to women, and 
juniors, as well as, millennials and seeking 
new methods of increased future participation 
in golf.  

Soccer golf, nine-hole promotions, junior 
golf opportunities and golf organizations are 
all new methods to reach out to the general 
public. Without an increase of involvement in 
the 30 and under demographic, golf will not be 
able to continue 15 years down the road.  

Andrew Brown and his team did a fantastic 
job shaping the weekend as an event that 
offers things for non-golfers as well as, the 
golfing public.  Several charity organizations, 

Growing Golf 
at the Toledo 
Golf Show

By: Adam Reny
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home product companies and great food and 
beverage service, realize the importance of the 
golfing public to their businesses and helped 
bring people through the door that might not 
normally attend. 

As is evidenced by the marathon Classic, with 
its huge economic boost to the local economy, 
plus the hundreds of thousands of dollars 
generated for toledo-area children’s charities, 
by the lPGA tour event, toledo needs more 
GOLF participation.

over 30 area golf courses and clubs create 
jobs and add to tax base to support government 
programs and initiatives.

From our discussions with local people at the 
First Tee of Lake Erie exhibit, it is apparent that 
many attendees were looking for opportunities 
for their children.  Parents are looking for 
healthy outdoor activities for their children and 

want to expose them to the golf opportunities 
in the area.

Current vendors and golf course owners need 
greens fees and merchandise sales to keep the 
doors open, but realize the need to reach out 
to younger generations to assure their business 
remains viable in the future. 

the toledo Golf Show helps to introduce new 
golfers to the game and reconnect current 
golfers with the vibrant Northwest ohio and 
Southeast michigan golf community.

We should all be pushing for more creative and 
attractive ways to bring a diverse audience in 
the doors.  A rising tide raises all ships! 

the First tee of lake Erie looks forward to 
supporting the toledo Golf Show in the future 
and seeing it continue to mold into a family 
event with something for everyone! 
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Jim Slotterbeck, like every 
golfer, has wanted to get into 
the golf business. He now 
has that chance as the Club 
manager for Hidden Hills 
Golf Club in Woodville.

Jim’s father was a local 
dentist, who didn’t take up 
the game until he was in 
his 40’s, when his wife and 
brother bought him his first 
set of clubs. He became 
hooked and introduced the 
game to his son.

As a youngster, Jim played his 
first round of golf at Hidden 
Hills with his father at the age 
of 10. He showed some ability 

and played nearly every day 
during the summer months. 
He would ride his bike to the 
course, play all day and trek 
back home for supper. It was 
an ideal childhood.

He lettered all four years 
at Woodville High School 
and earned a varsity letter 
for playing on the Ashland 
College golf team. the friends 
he made playing golf in 
college are some of his most 
enduring relationships. He 
stays in contact with most 
of his old teammates and 
they still enjoy teeing it up 
to see who is the best on the 
occasion.

His work schedule allowed 
him to have daytimes free and 
he coached the Woodville 
High School golf team in 1995 
and 1996. He loved being 
around the game and helping 
kids learn to compete.

When he learned Hidden 
Hills owners, Kevin Fox and 
E.J. Croll were looking for 
someone to run the clubhouse, 
he applied and got the job.

Jim told us,

“Golf has always been a 
large part of my life. Hidden 
Hills Golf Club is such 
an important part of the 

Hidden Hills Hires 
New Club MaNager
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LocaL GoLf News

McDivots Expansion

David Graf from the GolF PIt is hoping the new building at mcDivots will be completed by 
march 1st. tie ups with zoning regulations and building permits mandated by the county have 
delayed the completion of the project.

Toledo Junior Golf Association

membership for the 2017 
toledo Junior Golf Association 
season is now open.

the toledo Junior Golf 
Association (tJGA) started in 
1973 and is celebrating their 
44th year with a new website: 
https://www.tjga.golf/

the 2017 tournament season 
runs from June through the first 
week in August. 

tJGA provides a competitive 
environment for junior golfers 
to hone their golf skills. they 
have turned out many collegiate 

players, as well as, the best 
junior golfers in the area.

Each tJGA player competes in 
a medal format at each event 
and to accumulate points for 
the season-long awards. 

this year the “Invitational” 
will be played at the “Inverness 
Club”, which has been the 
site of eleven championships, 
including four U.S. opens 
and two PGA Championships. 
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Toledo Metro Golf League

the toledo metro Golf league has tentatively 
posted their 2017 schedule on their website: 
http://www.toledometrogolf.com/

metro league provides a schedule of golf 
tournaments for area amateur golfers to compete 
and play some of the best courses in the area.

visit their website or contact Jim o’Neal at: 
oniegolf1@cs.com.

Northwest Ohio Junior Golf Association

the Northwest ohio Junior Golf Association 
(NWoJG) has posted their 2017 schedule to 
their website: https://www.nwojga.com/

Events will be held for both boys and girls ages 
10-18. Auglaize, Ironwood, Eagle Rock, White 
Pines, Riverside Greens, Pike Run and Country 
Acres will host events this season.

visit the website for registration and more details.
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As good as Ping ‘I’ series irons 
have been, the i200 surpasses 
it in every conceivable way.

Looks
looking at the i200 irons, it’s 
hard to believe that it is built for 
the average golfer and provides 
forgiveness for off-center 
hits. the top lines are thin, the 
soles are modest, with very 
little offset. the cavities are 
clean with nothing but a simple 
“i200” logo on them.

my primary curiosity, as 
someone gaming PING’s 
iBlades, was how different the 
two sets look. When you set 
them next to each other, it’s 
not too hard to tell which is 
which, but once I had it in my 
hands, it was difficult to see 
any difference.   

Sound & Feel
last generation’s Ping 
irons made a significant leap 
forward in terms of feel, and 
that progress continues with 
the i200.  By using the same 
activated elastomer in the 
cavity of both the iBlades 
and i200, PING has made the 
i200’s feel comparable to the 
top-of-the-line player’s iron.

overall the impact feels soft and 
solid and provides excellent 
feedback. the sound is robust 
and mid-pitched, which also 
enhances the solid feel.

Performance
PING has made several  
upgrades to the i200 irons.  
the face is 30% thinner,  
which translates to higher, 
more consistent ball speed.  

the MOI has been increased  
by 7%, which means more 
forgiveness. PING redesigned 
 the sole with a higher leading 
edge and more bounce. Plus, 
they coated it with a water-
resistant hydropearl finish.  

The i200 irons are longer, 
more forgiving, easier to hit, 
and more consistent in wet 
conditions.  What’s not to love?

In the head-to-head comp-
arison with iBlades, the specs 
are similar, the i200s are the 
same length and just 1 degree 
stronger throughout the 
set. the i200 does produce 
less spin, which is helpful in 
creating more distance and 
straighter shots.  

the i200’s deliver the goods 

PING i200 Irons Review
By: Matt Saternus, PluggedinGolf.com
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on mishits. When I nailed 
an iBlade 4-iron, ball speed 
registered at 129 mph. When 
I mishit it, the ball speed 
dropped, substantially. 

With the i200, ball speed was 
consistent at 127-128 mph 
on mishits and 130 mph on a 
centered shot. the i200 also 
launched about half a degree 
higher which resulted in and 
additional four yards of carry.

there are two other things 
worthy of note.  

First, PING is offering “Power 
Specs” on the i200 irons for 

those that want more distance 
or a stronger ball flight. The 
Power Specs make the lofts 
stronger, while trying to 
maintain proper gapping. 

Second, PING is again offering 
a huge variety of shafts at no 
up-charge.  options range from 
heavy steel to light graphite.  

Conclusion
As much as I love iBlades 
(and I really love my 
iBlades), PING has made 
me consider putting the i200 
irons into the bag. there is no 
sacrifice for feel, and the look 
is nearly identical. 

When it comes to the 
all-important aspect of 
performance, the i200 is 
simply more consistent than 
the blades. If you love the 
iBlades, but need something 
more playable, PING has 
created the perfect set of irons 
for you.
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Sand comes in a variety of 
colors, textures, and styles, but 
when it relates to golf the USGA 
rules state three categories.
 
On the green
Sand is a critical component for 
greens to grow and maintain 
their firmness but when it’s 
on the putting surface sand is 
considered a loose impediment 
and may be removed without 
penalty (USGA#23). 

that means you are allowed 
to brush the sand away from 
your line of play (or from 
anywhere on the green). 

But, while it may seem like 
that second fine cut of grass 
that borders the green is 
an extension of the putting 
surface, know that it is not. the 
‘fringe’ is considered through 
the green. moving sand that 
sits on the fringe will add two 
strokes to your score. 

Just ask Rory mcIlroy, he 
removed sand that was on his 
line from the fringe and on the 
green. this cost him the lead in 
a tournament and lots of money.
 
Through the Green
this is a term for the whole area 
of the course except the teeing 
ground and putting green of 
the hole being played, and all 
hazards on the course. Sand, 
along with soil, is consider part 
of the earth which comprises 
the course being played and 
can’t be moved. Doing so 
could improve a player’s lie, 
stance, or line and create an 
unequitable condition. If you 
move the sand in this situation 
you will incur a two-stroke 
penalty.
 
In a hazard/green-side bunker
the most sacred of all sand types 
is the granular particulates that 
reside in a hazard. You cannot 
touch, test, or move these bits 

in the area prior to your shot 
(USGA#13-4c). therefore no 
practice strokes, in which 
your club touches the sand, 
are allowed. Contact with the 
sand before your stroke will 
add a two-stroke penalty to 
your scorecard.

Just ask Anna Nordqvist, who 
lost the 2016 U.S. Women’s 
open, when she inadvertently 
touched the sand prior to her 
bunker shot and was assessed 
a penalty.
 
When on the golf course, 
know your sand and when 
you can and can’t touch it!

When is  
sand not sand?
By Richard Todd
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I would never consider myself 
a trekkie, but I saw enough 
episodes of Star trek to know 
that mr. Spock would have been 
great golfer, because his vulcan 
blood made him devoid of any 
emotion. Imagine playing golf 
without letting your emotions 
trash your swing, or being able 
to stand over the ball without 
any mental distractions.  

Research shows that 95% of your 
actions are driven by emotions, 
not your subconscious mind. 
Every day feelings such as those 
that make you feel unmotivated, 
or fearful, or ecstatic, are the ones 
driving the bus. It’s imperative to 
understand how your emotional 
state impacts your game.

thus, understanding how you 
feel provides the foundation 
to establish a starting point to 
play your very best. the goal 
is to establish a focused and 
positive mindset by creating 
emotions that work for you, 
not against you. 

Develop a Strategy

this is high-level mindset is 
designed to make you feel 
calm, confident and focused 
from the first shot to the last 
and becomes your Strategy. 

A Strategy can be determined 
by asking three questions:

1. How Do I Feel Today?
2. What Must I Do to Play 

My Best?
3. What is My Strategy?

If you had an overwhelming 
day, and are on edge from the 
day’s emotional roller coaster, 
asking the first question, How 
do I feel today? allows you to 
realize your current emotional 
state is not conducive to 
playing great golf.  

the question then becomes, 
What must I do to play my best? 

The act of simply relaxing your 
mind on the way to the golf 
course helps to formulate the 
answer to the last question, 
What is my Strategy?

In a previous article, I shared 
a breathing technique called 
the 4-Second Timeout. this 

relaxation exercise involves 
inhaling through your nose 
for two seconds then exhaling 
through your mouth for two 
seconds. this technique is 
most effective just prior to 
starting your round or during 
your pre-shot routine.

Developing a Strategy of 
taking a 4 Second Timeout 
before every shot creates an 
immediate sense of relief for 
your emotional state. 

You can now step on to the first 
tee feeling confident and relaxed. 

Pull that Big Dog, pause for 
your 4-Second Timeout, and 
stripe it down the middle of 
the fairway.

Mr. spock Would  
HAve MAde A GreAT Golfer
By GReG LiBeRTo
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A new book “Back On Course: 
Drive Business Performance 
Through Golf” discusses 
some interesting points 
beginning with the natural 
matchup between the social 
and competitive aspects of 
golf and business.

Authors, Connie Charles and 
Dave Bisbee, do a masterful 
job of explaining the why 
and how any business can 
achieve a positive return on 
investment by using the game 
of golf and the experience of 
golf to further relationships 
with customers, vendors and 
employees.

Golf has always been 
recognized as a tool for 
business. It was played by 
top executives, as well as, 
those aspiring to make it to 
the top of the business world. 
It has always been viewed as 
an integral part of business 
relationship building. 

However, times do change. 
Activist investor scrutiny of 
corporations followed by the 
economic downturn of the 
past ten years gave “business 

golf” a negative connotation. 
“Elitist” being one of the more 
common descriptions, which 
forced corporate leaders 
to curtail using golf as an 
opportunity to advance the 
interests of their companies.

Golf was a line-item that 
could be ditched to offset 
increasing expenses and to 
appease those characterizing 
golf as something only rich 
white-guys did. the concept 
of return on investment (RoI) 
took a back seat to being 
politically correct or at least 
seeming to be sensitive to 
public opinion as represented 
by commentators and 
corporate critics.

Charles and Bisbee recognized 
the decline of golf as a tool 
in the corporate arena often 
makes relationship building 

Back On Course-A Return on Investment
By eD TRAViS

Book Review
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more difficult and puts up 
barriers to communication 
between companies, their 
customers and prospects. In 
addition, golf can certainly 
use increased corporate 
participation at several levels 
including charitable giving 
and additional revenue for 
golf courses.

Having known Bisbee and 
Charles for some time, they 
are serious business people. 
they are knowledgeable 
in what it takes to advance 
a company’s interests and 
receive a commensurate 
return on invest.

“Back on Course” stresses 
RoI for both corporations and 
individuals.

Charles is CEo of Strategic 
Solutions International in 
Newark, Del. and an expert 
in corporate team building. 
Bisbee is the general manager 
and director of golf at Seven 
Canyons Golf Club in Sedona, 
Ariz. and a well-respected 
instructor. 

one of the most intriguing 
ideas in “Back on Course” is 
that of the five hour meeting 
or interview, i.e., taking a 
prospective customer or 
employee to play golf which, 
with a bit of the 19th hole, 
neatly takes up half a day. 
From personal experience, I 
know of no way to learn about 
the true character of someone 
more quickly than playing 
a round of golf. Insights into 

personality, character and 
attitude are evident and easily 
observable. 

the converse is also true. the 
other participants also get 
to know you, which helps 
builds the basis of a mutually 
beneficial relationship.

If you are in a corporate 
decision-making position or 
simply want to improve your 
interpersonal skills to further 
your career using golf, read 
this book. 

You may even want to buy 
more copies for colleagues.

It is available on Amazon, Back 
on Course: Drive Business 
Performance through Golf.

®
frenchlick.com • 888-936-9360

Management reserves the right to cancel or modify any event without notice. Must be 21 years or older to enter the casino. Gambling Problem? Call 1.800.9.WITH.IT!
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Any golf course with holes 
named Swamp Fox, Willard’s 
Fire, Hesbon’s launch, and 
Hidden moccasin is probably 
worth investigating.  And, 
if that same golf course has 
been ranked by Golf Digest 
as one of “America’s 100 
Greatest Public Courses,” as 
well one of the “Best in State,” 
it confirms that this course is 
worth playing. that particular 
course is the tidewater Golf 
Club & Plantation, located in 
North myrtle Beach.   

tidewater is one of many golf 
courses in the greater myrtle 
Beach area, but it’s one of 
the must-play courses along 
what is commonly referred 

to as the Grand Strand.  the 
tidewater Golf Club, a par 
72-layout, opened for play in 
1990 and, like a fine wine, it’s 
gotten better over time.  

At tidewater, you should 
expect the best, beginning with 
the exceptionally maintained 
driving range and practice 
facilities. the website states 
all golfers who visit tidewater 
will get “breathtaking scenery 
and top-notch conditions,” 
which is true.  

The exception at many courses 
is the norm at tidewater.

longtime Charlotte Observer 
sportswriter Ron Green agrees 
and calls tidewater, “The 

Pebble Beach of the East!” 

three-time U.S. open 
champion Hale Irwin says, 
“Tidewater Golf Club is 
one of the finest and most 
spectacular courses on the 
East Coast.”  

two very strong endorsements.

“Tidewater is beautiful 
and very challenging,” says 
Chris Cooper, tidewater’s 
General manager and Head 
Golf Professional.  “I believe 
that what really separates 
Tidewater from the rest of the 
golf courses in Myrtle Beach 
is how we take care of our 
guests. Our team members 
believe that when you play 

TidewaTer Golf Club:  
The Marshland MasTerpieCe

By Mike May
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Tidewater, you are a member 
for a day.”

the best way to summarize the 
Tidewater experience is that it’s 
part coastal and part country. 
Nine holes play along either 
the Intracoastal Waterway or 
the confluence of the saltwater 
marsh and ocean inlet. the 
other nine is played inland in 
a parkland-type setting. 

the nine holes bordering 
the Intracoastal Waterway 
and marsh, are reminiscent 
of a links golf experience. 
An interesting aspect of the 
tidewater is low tide. many 
of the golf balls which have 

drifted into the marsh and 
are now half-plugged into the 
tidal basin, resembling darts 
on a dartboard. 

Architect Ken tomlinson gave 
golfers plenty of room to 
avoid the marshland, thereby 
avoiding the inconvenience 
of having to drop another 
ball. At high tide, however, 
you only see the splash of a 
wayward shot disappearing 
into the water-based plant life. 

Whether the tide is in or out, 
tidewater is always open and 
it’s a great way to combine 
sightseeing with golf while in 
myrtle Beach. By the way, if 
you stay out of the wetlands, 
you will avoid any encounters 
with the Swamp Fox or the 
Hidden moccasin.
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Product Reviews

Swing Oil Helps Golfers Stay 
Focused & Swing Smooth

Swing Oil is the first supplement 
of its kind formulated especially 
for golfers to promote flexibility 
and focus. 

Each three-ounce packet of 
Swing oil contains seven all-nat-
ural supplements, Glucosamine, 
Chondroitin, turmeric, taurine, 
Citrulline malate, Ginseng, and 
Rhodiola Rosea Extract.

Former No. 1 Ranked golfer, 
Jason Day says of Swing oil,

“I drink Swing Oil every day 
because of what it does for 
me. I feel great - every golfer 
should get into the Swing 
Oil routine.”

Swing oil comes in three 
delicious flavors, orange, 
lemon-lime and strawberry-
banana. It not only helps you 
stay focused on the course, but 
when taken after your round it 
will help keep muscles loose 
and ease soreness.

Whether you are a top 
amateur, PGA tour Pro or 

casual golfer, the seven key 
ingredients in Swing oil keep 
you flexible and focused on 
every swing.

learn more about Swing Oil 
and get a FREE Trial Supply 
at: https://www.swingoil.com/
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Air Force ONE Introduces 
New Fairways Woods

Air Force one, the creator of 
Nitrogen Charged Driver, has 
introduced a new line of Fairway 
Woods. A 15 degree 3-wood and a 19 
degree 5-wood have been added to their line 
of popular high-performance clubs. Air Force 
one has combined its technology from years of 
testing to create Nitrogen Charged golf clubs to 
increase distance, carry and help lower scores.

Nitrogen Charging provides for a thinner face, 
thus increases the trampoline effect and ball 
speed off the club head. Air Force one Golf 
Clubs have the largest sweet spot and give the 
maximum Smash Factor.

Air Force one equipment was previously a brand 
of the PowerBilt family, but is now separate and 
wholly owned by Air Force one and based in 
Palm Desert, California.

the company holds several patents and is known 
exclusively to use compressed nitrogen in their 
manufacturing process to create premium golf 
equipment that benefits every level of golfer.

to learn more about Nitrogen infused Air Force 
one’s Drivers and Fairways Woods visit: http://
afogolf.com/index.php
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Billy Hurley III Writes a Letter to his Father
By Fred Altvater

Everyone remembers the 
story of PGA tour member 
Billy Hurley’s father’s 
disappearance in July 2015. 
He was found in Texas, though 
no one could quite figure out 
what he was doing there, nor 
did he give any good reasons 
for his escape. Just a couple 
weeks later in August, he 
committed suicide.

Hurley has been on an 
emotional roller coaster since 
that day and took the initiative 
to write a heart wrenching 
letter to his deceased father 
last week.

Billy spent six years serving 
his country, after he graduated 
from the Naval Academy. For 
most professional golfers, 
this would be a fatal blow 
to a career as a PGA tour 
professional golfer. For Hurley, 
with his father’s assurance 
and guidance, it was merely a 
bump in the road.

the younger Hurley is hoping 
to bring about a closure 
from his father’s death and 

celebrate the father, who 
loved to watch Billy play golf 
and his other children grow 
and prosper.

In the article, Hurley writes,

“When I think about you and 
your life, my mind is flooded 
with memories.

I think of you coming home 
from work in the evenings 
and compulsively repairing 
things around the house — 
a door knob, the gutters, a 
window frame. I think of our 
Wiffle ball games in the front 
yard with me and my three 
siblings, playing until it was 
too dark to see the ball.
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most of all, I think of your golf 
lessons.

From when I first started 
getting serious about the 
game, our backyard served as 
our family’s personal driving 
range. We didn’t have much 
space. It was pretty barren out 
there. We didn’t have grass. 
We didn’t even have any balls.

But we did have a floodlight 
and my set of clubs.

Each lesson went the same 
way. I’d finish my homework 
and step out onto the back 
deck. You’d follow me out 
after putting down your 
police uniform, your 10-
hour shift having just ended 

(or sometimes, just about to 
begin). The floodlight on the 
house would cast your long 
shadow across the floorboards 
toward the yard, into the 
darkness.

I would take my stance, fiddle 
with my grip and wag the 
club head just inches above 
the deck. And then your voice 
would cut through the silence.

Alright Billy take a swing.”

this is how a son wants to 
remember his father, not face 
down in a ditch dying from a 
self-inflicted gunshot wound. 

Being a law enforcement 
officer, Hurley’s father often 
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saw the world in black and 
white, but Billy went on to 
write,

“Sometimes things are gray,  
and there are no clear answers. 
It’s been 18 months since you 
took your own life, and I’ve 
been thinking a lot about 
the best way to honor you. 
Initially, I thought that I would 
write about your last few 
weeks in an attempt to try and 
understand what compelled 
you to do what you did. But 
a lot of people have already 
tried that — the truth is that 
I don’t know, and I probably 
will never know.

When I think of you, those 
backyard practice sessions or 
our weekend rounds at the 
local course are always what 
come to mind. So much of our 
relationship was predicated 
on 14 clubs and a tiny white 
ball. So much of our love was 
shaped by what happened 
over 18 holes. that’s what I 
remember — and that’s how 
I’ll remember you.”

Hurley chronicles several 
different parts of life with his 
father, mostly centered around 
golf. His life took a major turn 
last year, when he became 
a PGA tour champion by 
winning the Quicken loans 
National and earned his first 
trip to the masters.

“I think you’d be proud of 
everything that happened that day 
and everything else that followed. 
This coming April, I’ll be playing 
in my first ever masters. It’s 
true, Dad. the masters. I’ll be 
thinking about you a lot that 
week. I wish you could be 
there like you always were 
after my rounds, standing 
behind the 18th green at 
Augusta, embracing me with 
an outstretched arm … and 
the look.

At your funeral, I said that 
your legacy isn’t that you took 
your life, but that you brought 

faith into our family. I know 
one day I will see you again. 
I know this is not the end. I 
truly believe that.” 

I miss you, Dad. I love you.

And one final thing I need you 
to know: I forgive you.

Your legacy will live forever.

thank you for everything.

– Billy

No one is positive what was 
going on in his father’s life that 
made him commit suicide, 
but it made a huge impact on 
Billy’s life. With the win at the 
Quicken loans National, and 
with his own growing family, 
he is finally able to move on 
and write his own legacy.

the letter can be read in 
its entirety at: http://www.
theplayerstribune.com/billy-
hurley-to-my-dad/
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mIKE mAY

mike may is a freelance golf 
travel writer based in Wellington, 
Florida.  As you would expect, 
he is a “Golfaholic” focused 
on beating ‘old man Par’ each 
time he steps on a golf course. 
mmaymarketing@gmail.com

RICHARD E. toDD

Richard E todd, author of the 
Golf Rules series and Short 
Stories from the long links, has 
been heard on the PGA tour 
radio station and seen in on 
the Green magazine. www.
theGolfRules.com  
Richard@theGolfRules.com

GREG lIBERto  

Greg liberto developed 
various mental game training 
options and has been featured 
in several publications and 
on radio and television. He 
authored “18 Holes,” a book 
with mental game tips.  http://
mymentalgamecoach.com/

ED tRAvIS

Ed travis is a national award 
winning golf journalist and has 
had a lifelong love affair with 
the game. He has competed 
in tournament golf both as 
an amateur and as a senior 
professional and though his 
competitive days are behind 
him, he still plays regularly and 
carries a handicap of 2.
https://www.facebook.com/
ed.travis.98

matt Saternus is a co-founder 
of PluggedInGolf.com, a golf 
instructor, club fitter, and writer 
living in the northwest suburbs  
of Chicago.

mAtt SAtERNUS ADAm RENY

Adam Reny is an ohio State 
University and Evans Scholars 
alumna. He previously worked 
with the Inverness Club for 13 
years and is now the Executive 
Director of the First tee of lake 
Erie. www.thefirstteelakeerie.
org or email him at adam.
reny@thefirstteelakeerie.org
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VIDEOS

A teenaged and much more supple tiger Woods 
had a free-flowing swing in the mid 1990’s, while 
winning three consecutive U.S. Amateurs. one 
record that will never be broken.

 Watch Now

In case you are yearning for the old days when ti-
ger Woods could still get off the couch and swing 
a golf club, here is the video for you.

 Watch Now

Tiger Woods 94-96 US Amateur Golf Swing Video Show

A young tiger Woods about the differences of 
swings and techniques to play the game of golf.

 Watch Now

Tiger Woods Best Golf Advice Ever from 2008

Tiger Woods Golf Swing (Slow Motion) from 2008

NWO Golf Links

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2o1SYXaOHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvyd8qJYd_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xz9JA1E4nbk
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